
Rite of Temporary Profession 

Novice is lead into the chapter andprostrates before the Superior 

Superior: 

Frater dilectissime, quid petis? Dear brother, what do you seek? 

Novice: 

Misericordiam Dei et Ordinis God's mercy and the Order's 

All respond: 

Deo Gratias Thanks be to God 

Novice Rises. There follows a readingfrom the Rule ofSt. Benedict. The Superior gives an allocution, concluding with a question to 
the novice as to his intention to make his profession. 

Superior: 
Frater dilectissime,
 
quem aqua et Spiritus Deo sacravit
 
vis novo professionis religiosae titulo
 
aretius ipsi conjungi?
 

Novice: 

Volo 

Superior: 

Frater vis ad Christum perfeete sequendum 
oboedientiam, stabilitatem in congregatione 
et morum conversatioinem promittere? 

Novice: 

Volo 

Superior: 

Vis is arcta et angusta via quam Regula demonstrate 
ad illam erga Deum et proximum caritatem 
quae perfecta foras mitti tirnorem 
et cordibus nostris a Spiritu inifunditur 
constanter firmiterque contendere? 

Novice: 

Volo 

Superior: 

Vis revera Deum quaerere in solitudine ac silentio, 
per viam orationis, in humili labore ac in lectione divina, 
alacri paenitentia et communion fraternal? 

Novice: 

Utique, Pater
 
precibus tarnen vestries et gratia Dei auxiliantibus.
 

Superior: 

Qui coepit in te Deus, ipse perficiat 

Dear brother,
 
by water and the Holy Spirit you have been
 
consecrated to God on the day of your Baptism,
 
Are you resolved to tmite yourself more closely
 
to him by religious profession?
 

lam.
 

Brother, are you resolved, in order to follow
 
Christ perfectly, to promise obedience,
 
stability in the community, and fidelity to
 
monastic life?
 

I am. 

Are you resolved to strive with constancy and 
steadfastness in the straight and narrow way which 
the Rule shows to that love of God and neighbor 
which, when perfect, casts out fear and is poured 
Forth in our hearts by the Spirit? 

I am. 

Are you resolved to truly seek God in solitude and 
silence, through the way ofprayer, in humble work 
And in lectio divina, in willing penance and in 
fellowship with your brothers? 

Yes, Father, with the grace ofGod and the help 
Ofyour prayers 

May God bring to perfection 



what he has begun in you 

The Novice then kneels andplaces his folded hands in the hands ofthe Superior and makes this promise ofobedience: 

Pater, promitto tibi oboedientiarn Father, I promise you obedience 
Secundum Regulam sancti Benedicti according to the Rule of Saint Benedict 
Ad nonnam Constitutionem pro tribus annis. And the nonns of the Constitutions for three years 

The Novice then reads his profession, signs it, gives it to the Superior. The professed then kneels and receives the black scapular 
from the Superior. During the clothing, the Superior says: 

Induat te Dominus novum hominem, May the Lord clothe you with the new man, 
qui secundum Deum creatus est in justitia who according to God has created you in justice, 
et sanctitate, veritatis. holiness, and truth. 

All respond: Amen. 

Superior then says the following prayer over the newly professed: 

Oremusl Regard, we beseech you, 0 Lord,
 
Respice, quaesumus, Domine, Your son (name)
 
Super hunc famulum tuum, N.,! Who today in the presence of the Church
 
Qui hodie coram Ecclesia, Makes his monastic profession,
 
Evangelica professus consilia, Dedicating his life to you.
 
Vitam tibi dicare contendit;* We ask your mercy
 
Et miseratus concede/ That his holy conversation
 
Ut eius conversation May glorify your name
 
Nomen tuum glorificet And confonn him to the mystery of your
 
Et mysterio redemptionis inserviat. redemption.
 
Per Christum Dominum nostrum. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
 

All: Amen 

The newly professed rises and receives the sign ofpeace from the Superior. 
Superior then gives afinal blessing: 

Dominus vobiscum. 

All: Et cum spiritu tuo 

Superior: 

Benedictio Dei omnipotentis, Patris et Filus, et Spiritus Sanctus 
Descendate super vos et maneat semper. 

All: Amen 


